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Darkroom; Lorenzo talks 
about film month and the 
Darkroom, our main film 
advisor, sided with a photo set 
from his visit to India.
Check  them out on p4

Cape Reinga; We recently 
held an overnight trip to Cape 
Reinga! Photos on p20

Committee Review; We’ve 
had quite the addition to the 
committee, read about their 
experiences on p16
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Hey Guys, welcome to our third installment of the UoA PhotoSoc Magazine for 2017. With 
Semester two holidays coming to an end, we hope you all enjoyed semester break. We have 
a lot lined up for the rest of Semester two, so we hope you all enjoy the rest of the year with 
PhotoSoc! Here is a quick recap of events so far, and things planned for the future

The first half of Semester two shaped up to be a pretty good for PhotoSoc. We hit the 
Semester off with our camera basics tutorial run by our president Johnson Zhuang for 
the new members that joined PhotoSoc. To help our members gain more knowledge in 
photography, we lined up new themed workshops. We already had our highly requested 
editing in Lightroom/Photoshop workshop, which was a great way for our members to have 
a more hands on experience with photography. We also managed to run another Studio 
Workshop thanks to our sponsors White Studios, which was a great way to allow our budget 
photographers to gain experience with professional lighting gear. You can definitely expect 
more great workshops from us for the rest of Semester two.

The big question surrounding PhotoSoc this whole year was regarding our Dark room. As 
Aforementioned in our last magazine, we had an old Darkroom above Maidment Theatre, 
and have now made our new home in Old Choral Hall. During and before our Semester 
break, Photosoc’s Film Advisors Lorenzo and Omi were in the process of setting up our 
new dark room. It is with great pleasure to announce that we have a new functioning Dark 
Room next to our office in Old Choral Hall, that is completely light proof so we are able to 
develop and enlarge our own negatives. We have more information about the Dark Room 
in this magazine so make sure you keep reading!!! We have exciting things like film month 
happening at this very moment, so make sure you keep on reading to learn more about that. 

Field trips was another massive focus for us this Semester. We had an amazing Re-O week 
field trip to Huana falls, which gained a lot of attraction from our new members of Semester 
two. It was a chance for new members to talk and connect with each other and it turned out 
to be a very successful day. We also tried something new this Semester break, as we had an 
overnight trip to Cape Reigna. This was the first time we organized an overnight trip this 
year so it was scary and exciting, but at the end it turned out to be an amazing event and 
people went home with great memories. Some of the main spots explored were the Cape 
Reigna Light house, Giant Sand Dunes and Te Hapua. With that being said, it is safe to 
assume that PhotoSoc has many exciting field trips to come in the future, so make sure you 
keep updated through our Facebook page. 

We Hope you are all enjoyed the well-deserved break - we’ve enjoyed keeping up with your 
photos on social media so keep them coming! We will be continuing our office hours as 
usual, so make sure you come down to Old Choral Hall so we can chat and talk about your 
holidays - and of course photogvraphy. We are super excited for the rest of the Semester so 
make sure you keep updated via our Instagram and Facebook

John Kim 
Communications Officer
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After the long wait and 
anticipation, Photosoc is proud 

to announce that we have a new 
darkroom next to our office in Old 
Choral Hall (104 - G05)!

This means that Photosoc members 
are able to access cheap Black 
and White film developing and 
traditional wet prints (Black & 
White), made from our enlargers 
(price list to be announced)! But 
what if you don’t know how to do 
either of those thing? Well that’s 
what our darkroom technicians 
Omi and I are there for. Sessions 
are available by appointment, or 
through our office hours. More 
information about this will be 
announced early after semester 
break. 

To celebrate our new Dark room, 
and film shooting in general, we are 
current in the amidst of Film Month. 
From the start of September till the 
end, we are allowing our members 
to rent out Film SLR’s and point 
and shoots with no charge. This 
means that all you have to pay for 
is the film you load in ($6 for all 
rolls flat)! We current have Agfa 
200, Fuji 200C and Kodak Colour 

Plus 200. Come in during any of 
our available office hours, or send 
a PM to myself (Lorenzo Thapliyal) 
or Omi Manav to organize a time to 
get set up with a kit. This deal will 
only be available during September, 
so make sure you get involved!

In addition to film month, PhotoSoc 
has also recently announced a 
sponsorship with a local film lab 
‘The Black and White Box’ for colour 
(C-41) developing and scanning. 
During film month, Photosoc 
members will be able to get colour 
developing AND hi-res scans for 
$10. This is cheaper than most 
photo labs so make sure you take 
advantage of this amazing deal. For 
more information make sure to visit 
www.theblackandwhitebox.co.nz

Can’t wait to talk about film with 
you guys, and seeing you all for the 
rest of the semester!

Darkroom // India
Lorenzo Thapliyali
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A brief introduction to 
Wildlife Photography

Richard Myburgh

https://lemonwoodphoto.com/portfolio/wildlife/
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Photography means “drawing with light”, 
and photographers need to remember 
that. Light is the biggest factor in any 

photo. It evokes emotion, depth, aesthetic, and 
movement in a subject. Studio photographers 
have the advantage of making their own light, and 
landscape photographers can wait for the light to 
change. You get neither of those luxuries when it 
comes to wildlife. When you’re standing a hundred 
metres away from a bird flying at 200 kilometres 

an hour, you need to act in an instant with what 
light you have. That’s why I compare wildlife and 
street: you’re capturing a moment more than a 
subject. Unfortunately, no matter how expressive 
the moment, nothing is communicated without 
light. In wildlife photography, finding your light is 
doable with excessive planning and being a nerd. 
By planning you build a scaffold around your 
frame, getting everything ready for that decisive 
moment.

To capture a picture of an animal, you must become 
the animal: sniff the dirt, taste the grass, eat some 
bugs, lick the moss. If you want. I don’t want, so 
I just read books and Google stuff. Nerdy is the 
new sexy. If the goal is to build a scaffold around 
the frame, then you’d best know damn well where 
to build that scaffold. What are you out there to 
photograph? Don’t just answer “birds”, are you 
there to photograph tui, or kingfisher, or hawk, or 
kereru? Every animal has its place in an ecosystem, 
and every animal does things a little differently. 
What does your animal eat? Animals love to eat, 

it’s pretty much all they do. If you want to find 
kingfisher, you start near water, the clue very much 
being in their name. Kereru eat large fruit like 
karaka and miro, so if you find one of those trees 
you’ll probably run into some kereru eventually. I 
have a feeder set up in one tree in my garden, and 
sit outside and smoke while watching a different 
tree. Most birds prefer to eat on a different tree 
from where they got their food, so I know that 
birds will take seeds from the feeder on one tree, 
and fly to the other tree to eat, which is positioned 
perfectly for soft sunset golden light.
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Apart from their food, you also need to know their 
patterns. If you’re going after a morepork during 
the day you might need to double check that guide. 
Know where your animal lives, what times it’s 
active, how it moves, and how it looks for food. You 
don’t need to go in full depth and study optimal 
foraging theory and behavioural ecology, but you 
can figure out a lot of behaviours by finding out 
what it eats, when it’s awake, how it moves, and 
if it lives in groups. If you want to photograph a 
bird landing or taking off, stand with the wind at 
your back, because birds tend to land and take off 
into the wind. Spider monkeys are found in trees 
with small and wiry branches, unlike most other 
monkeys, because they grab on and hang from 
multiple branches. Your best bet at finding active 
deer is at dawn and dusk. These are all things 
you can Google. Animals are quirky things, for 
example birds of prey poop just before they take 
off, whereas sloths climb to the ground and poop 
while hugging a tree. The takeaway message is 
don’t be afraid of poop. I can identify all 13 species 
of otter by their poop. I have friends.

Now that you’ve read up and found yourself an 
animal, you need light. This is where the art comes 
in, and it really is up to you. Unlike the technical 
side of photography, there are no hard and fast 
rules. You can follow rules of composition to help 
decide where things should go in the frame, but 
apart from that you’re on your own. Whatever it 
is you decide on doing, make sure it’s deliberate. 
Every aspect of your photograph is there because 
you wanted it to be there. You can’t control the light 
but you can decide when to capture it. In this photo, 
I saw a magpie perched on a gravestone. Knowing 
magpies are highly territorial, I waited for about 
an hour for the sun to set a bright and vibrant pink. 
Waiting is something you’re going to have to get 
used to. Without the soft, diffused lighting and the 
warm glowing sky this photograph would mean 
nothing, a snapshot, but as it is it evokes in me a 
kind of familiarity. The goal of photography is to 
communicate an idea, to make a statement. The 
subject of the image is the syntax, your camera and 
settings are the grammar, and the light is the tone. 
In an image light is what makes us feel, and if you 
aren’t deliberately creating and fostering a feeling 
then you aren’t really taking a photograph.
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When it comes to finding your light, it boils down to expression. You are saying something, 
whether it’s highlighting the laziness of an iguana or the tenderness of two baboons grooming 
each other. How you express that is the art. The sunlight is coming from directly above, softened 
by tree canopy, creating soft glowy highlights. It’s also the only light source which deepens the 
shadows and makes the image dreamier. The image of the baboons is more reserved, peaceful, 
and intimate. The shadows are softer and mute just enough detail to relax the frame and draw 
you in.

When I set out to write this I wanted to talk about what light looks good for a photo of an animal, 
but I really can’t. Photography is an art and when you’re drawing with light I can’t tell you where 
to put the pencil. I can tell you where to find a pencil and how to hold it, but what you choose to 
draw is up to you. Just make sure you choose, whatever fills the frame is there because you want 
it to be there.
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About this Project: I was inspired to do 
this project after hearing a quote from 
my friend, Holly.

“women should never be 
underestimated in their ability 
to achieve, and thinking that 
women achieving great things 
as extraordinary is somewhat 
patronizing.”

After hearing this, I decided I wanted to 
depict women being comfortable with 
who they are, and this was the main 
theme for this project; women don’t 
have to be in any particular way, they 
just need to be themselves. Women 
being themselves is what creates 

empowerment, and I personally think 
that this something everyone needs to 
realize. I gathered some of my closest 
friends, Sophia, Holly, Michelle and 
Olivia, and portrayed them doing what 
they love, and them being proud of 
who they are. These photos show that 
women can be what they want, and 
be who they are, but as long as they 
are happy with themselves, they are 
empowered. While the irony of me 
being a straight male and directing 
this shoot is not lost on me, I hope that 
this project is able to inspire others to 
think about empowerment, and teach 
others that empowerment comes from 
within.

Women Empowerment
Johnson Zhuang



15



16



17



18



19

https://www.instagram.com/gnauhznosnhoj/
http://www.johnsonzhuang.co.nz

http://instagram.com/gnauhznosnhoj
http://www.johnsonzhuang.co.nz
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Committee review
by new members

Ammaar Ahmad & Elen Murphy

Photography has always been an interest 
of mine but I never pursued it, as I thought 
it would be something I would not be good 
at. Just over a year ago when I started 
taking more photos with my phone I got 
more interested in photography, which 
made me research about cameras and 
photography tips. Through research I 
bought my first DSLR, a Nikon D5500. 
The past summer me and my camera was 
almost inseparable as I took it on every 
road trip, and event to forever store my 
memories (until my HDD fails that is). In 
the beginning I thought my friends would 
be annoyed with me constantly taking 
pictures of them, but it turns out people 
are always looking to update their profile 
pics, so they were more than happy with 
my shenanigans. As summer was about 
to come to an end, and the semester was 
about to start, I realised that I might not 
have much time to engage in photography. 
This was till I walked past the University of 
Auckland Photography Society stall during 
O-week. As the semester went on, I never 
actually went to any events. This was until 
Photosoc advertised an astrophotography 
trip to Piha with all expenses paid, and I 
knew I had to go as this was something I 
was interested in for the longest time. All I 
can say is that this was one of the best club 
events I had ever been to. Transportation 

there and back was provided for, as well 
as glorious fish and chips with options 
for vegans. At the trip, there was a lot 
of different types of photography, from 
astrophotography to burning steel wool. 
With the committee being helpful, and 
having great banter, I knew I wanted to 
be a part of it. So when there was a post 
looking for more committee members, 
I immediately responded and I was 
asked to come to the next meeting. Soon 
after, I was coming to the office hours 
and taking part in exhibitions. Now 
I’m excited for film month, and looking 
forward to hiring a film camera before 
the end of September. Shooting film is 
something I would never have thought of 
before joining Photosoc. Through Joining 
Photosoc, I have realise that everyone 
sees photography as a medium to express 
themselves artistically. I look forward to 
seeing more great photography from you 
all. Peace!

Ammaar
Gen. Committee Member
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I joined Photosoc last year as a general member because I wanted to connect with 
people I shared common interests with.  This year I joined the Committee as a way to 
ensure that I went to club events, and generally be more involved. 

Being a part of Photosoc is great, very social. It’s cool to hang out with people who can 
share places to take photos, give technical advice and most importantly have a laugh 
with. Joining the Committee has generally made me more aware of all of the fun things 
Photosoc does; field trips and workshops, that I may have missed otherwise. If you’re 
interested in joining Photosoc or the Committee, DO IT! It’s a great way to make new 
friends, get some stunning shots, and have fun!

Elen
Gen. Committee Member
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Cape Reinga
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Credits for Cape Reinga photos (Top to bottom, left to right):
Omi Manav - beerandcamera.com // @beerandcamera
Gabriel Metcalfe - @nomadicrufus
Johnson Zhuang - johnsonzhuang.co.nz // @gnauhznosnhoj
Luca Podda (Also for cover pages) - facebook.com/LucaPoddaPhotography

http://beerandcamera.com
http://instagram.com/beerandcamera 
http://instagram.com/nomadicrufus
http://instagram.com/gnauhznosnhoj
http://www.facebook.com/LucaPoddaPhotography/


29

chief editor - john
nzshk@hotmail.com 

design - omi
beerandcamera@icloud.com
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